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ANARCHISM : The philo¬ 
sophy of a social order . 

of liberty unrestricted - 

man-made law; the t ,L ^ • 

that nil forms of govern me 
rest on violence* and 
therefore wrong and h&rn i- 
fat, as well ns unnecessary* 
EMMA GOLDMA .V 

,.«e ice 


Wiitft* Freeze Rejected* Equal Pay Aeeepted • But 

II. C. Sanctions Sacrifice 



f year's Trade Union Congress at Brighton* turned out to 
a rather more stormy affair than usual. The General 
lUfteil. encouraged hy their smooth passages in recent years, 
|| looked forward to a rubber-stamp congress again this . 
in 3 misjudged the depth of feeling engendered by nearly 
ear* of wage freeze in a period of rising costs of living. 

Hotvever, in spite of a lot of 
noise and confusion, nothing 
very unexpected happened. The 
T.U.C.* as already reported in 
freedom ( 8 / 7 / 50 ) had recog¬ 
nised that with the post-election 
hurst of de-rationing and fhe rise 
of prices following last year's 
devaluation of die pound, the 
wage freeze could not be con¬ 
tinued much longer, and had 
sought to replace n by a policy 
of "flexible restraint'*. The sur¬ 
prise for the General Council 
came from the fae l t hat thi s 
policy was rejected in no uncer¬ 
tain manner, but since at the 
present moment there are wage 
claims outstanding or in the 
offing for no less than four mil¬ 
lion trade unionists, the rejection 
of restraint was really only to be 
expected. 


SHOULD 
liners Risk 
le/r Lives? 

jkine disa&ter at New Cum- 
f Ayrshire* draws attention 
| two basic facts about coal 
^■Firstly, that it is the most 
UI occupation in Britain: the 
Bomber of men killed each 
parlv eight. Secondly, that 
& industry upon which the 
bnoro ic structure of the coun- 
puili, Sir Harold Hartley 
§P rnivb Association in his 
mid address to its recent 
Kt by grace of our magni- 
l industry we live and indeed 


Mi in fact a matter for pride 
■flourish* 1 at the expense of 
H&On which inevitably kills 
IBs many who work in it? 
Bftmona! Coal Board’s official 
JE Coal, recently warned that a 
phanuee is threatened by the fact 
iff coal consumption is rising 
Hily—and will rise still further 
Bn the arms programme gets under 
JP—while the number of employed 
rfkers continues to shrink The 
msen-er, 3/9/50, commented that 
Brith full employment 11 is about as 
■aacd to get volunteers for the pits as 
gor the Services." and suggested that, 
ne remedy would be to invite more 
ping recruits from abroad, perhaps 
from Italy, where unemployment is 
Revere ” 

f 0l ^er words, since men are not 
fools, and will not, when the fear of 
unemployment is reduced, willingly 
enter this hard and dangerous occu¬ 
pation, wc should look abroad, to 
countries where plenty of unemploy¬ 
ment means plenty of men who can¬ 
not afford to be concerned with their 
own safety and comfort, and impon 
them, as though they were a com¬ 
modity 10 do the work for ns, and 
our armament programme, arid our 
export drive. 

II ours were a society which valued 
human beings more than balance 
sheets, would we not be devoting f ar 
more attention to developing ocher 
sources of power —bydro-ekctrkity 
and the harnessing of tidal and wind 
power and of solar heat? And to the 
invention of more efficient methods of 
storing electricity and of transmitting 
distances, inventions upon 
whach effective use of these in- 
sufficiently used natural sources of 
energy depend. 

f A u T ? e K brains and tht research 
funds which might I* u&ed fw (hc * 

programme are t 00 busy nerfecting 
£ »Ppli«tion of „ omi y c 

£d£r o( •*** 




The only decision which is 
likely to cause any real embar¬ 
rassment fur the union leaders 


is that which demands equal pay 
for equal work fur women. I hi:, 
principle was first accepted i in 
principle) by the T.L’.C, in 
1882 , hud been underlined fin 
principle ) by the present govern¬ 
ment. but perpetually avoided in 
practice. This year. Betty Jone.V 
vice-president of the Civil Ser¬ 
vice Clerical Association, warned 
the General Council and the 
Government that they could ex¬ 
pect a repetition of the suffra¬ 
gettes’ campaign of direct action 
if the principle was not im¬ 
plemented in fact. Her resolu¬ 
tion was passed by the Congress 
with 11 2 million majority, in 
spite of Arthur Donkin of the 
General Council leaving the plat¬ 
form to direct the delegation of 
his union (Transport & General) 

~ how to vote. Since the General 
Council hud asked for this resolu¬ 
tion to he referred back to them, 
his action deserved the jeers it 
drew from the other delegates. 

“NOTHING LESS THAN THE 
BEST" 

Ic is often remarked upon tlint trade 
unions lenders are very much cut of 
Ie.ul'U with their member*. Ton 
sentences used by Herbert Bulluck, 
T.U.C. Tresidt-nr, in his cjicnlu^ ud- 


drr»s, shott ed that hr at least is very 
much cut of touch with present-day 
-realities on well. Culling for a mini¬ 
mum HK)if of £ 5 . representing ■ raise 
tor lowest-puid workers, he went on to 
s*r, "The w orkers of .this country are 
worth nuthiii)! less than the best." The 
best—on £5 ncr week to-da\ 1 It is no 
liuubl a very long lime since Mr. ft ill- 
lock had to keep himself and possibly 
a fninily On ES.a week. In his exalted 
position ns lender of the giant National 
Union of General and Municipal 
Workers he earns several (imr* that 
sum. find the very fael that there ore 
trade unionists to-dny earning l**P than 
£5 ci week is doc to Mr. Bulloch and his 
ilk toeing the Government's tine on the 
wage free re for so lung. 

Certainly the workers, who produce 
cil] wealth, deserve the best, hut pIcNte 
Mr. Bollock, don’t pretend they will 
get it on £5 per week. 

ACCEPTANCE OF WAR 
ECONOMY 

The real tusk facing this year's Trade 
Union Congress, film ever, was to line 
the unions tip solidly behind the 
Government on international question., 
to begin the sottening-up process which 
pavrs the way for acceptance ones 
again of a war economy and its conse¬ 
quent austerity. This the Congress very 
successfully accomplished, from reject¬ 
ing a resolution, to ban the atom bomb, 
to passing a resolution welcoming higher 
product ion^a It hough what the point is 
in producing more goods to be destroyed 

i*r PAGE FOUR 


MILITARY ■ 

u |f is ironical that in the same week that the Prims Minuter appealed 
for volunteers to defend democracy, three British soldiers should be hung 
after bring convicted by a court full of amateurs in a trial of which only 
the scantiest details have appeared in the press , and under conditions which 
denied them the right of upped to a judicial body T 

''THESE were the opening words of 
art article in The Tribune Iasi 
week on the courts-martial system by 
a former court-martial officer. This 
scandalous aspect of the case men¬ 
tioned has been diccussed in the press, 
together with the macabre and 
pathetic details of the visit to the 
condemned men by their mothers, 
and the War Office’s remarks on the 
“stoic” behaviour of the men and 
the “remarkable sell-control" of the 
mothers. 

It was certainly a feast for the sensa¬ 
tional daily papers* but there arc further 
points bearing on the hypocrisy of the 
authorities which were not mentioned. 

The three soldiers were found guilty of 
the murder of an Egyptian garage watch- 
"tan in Cairo—-a brutal and premeditated 
killing. Now anyone who has served in 
£u: force’s in the Middle East will con¬ 
firm that there is an "unwritten law" in 
the army: “It you run over a Wog, go 
back and run him over again to make sure 
he is dead." You won't And it in army 
orders—the War Office will vigorously 


deny it, hut it is an inculcated attitude 
nevertheless and there are a lot of people 
who have seen it done. 

Talks are now going on between the 
British and Egyptian Governments on the 
future qf British forces in Egypt, the 
Suez Canal Zone and on the future 
status of the Sudan. The British Govern¬ 
ment, for reasons of strategy, is anxious 
to dissuade the Egyptians from insisting 
on the complete evacuation of British 
troops - Mr. Bevin wants to place the 
arrangements with Egypt “on the basis 
of a free partnership between equals”. 

At the present delicate stage in the 
negotiations, ic was necessary not to re¬ 
mind the Egyptians that the army regards 
them as an inferior race. Consequently, 
the three soldiers must die. In other 
"occupied countries" reprieves are the 
accepted thing ior military racketeers who 
murder one of the inhabitants. But 
other occupied countries can't turn the 
army out. It will he recalled that one 
of the three soldiers shoL the unfortunate 
Egyptian, but they were all hanged. 
Presumably it was decided that they were 
all responsible. But when apportioning 
the responsibility, why stop there? Is not 


the military system, which brought the 
three soldiers to Egypt in the atmosphere 
of idleness alternating with meaningless 
activity, and continual personal irres¬ 
ponsibility, and which inculcated in them 
an attitude uf contempt for “the natives 1 ’', 
responsible for the deaths of the four 
men,—the three soldiers and their 
victim? 


TRADE UNIONS 

OPPOSE 

SYNDICALISM 

'T'HE fact chat both the T-U.C 
Council and its critics within 
the trade union movement a 
rigidly opposed to tbe idea 0 
Workers’ Control is exempli tied oy 
ibis report of the final session c® 
the Congress on September Kth. 

“The delegates turned to 
nationalised industries, and after a 
shtut but at times exceedingly sharp 
debate rejected a resolution record 
mending changes in the exist mg 
administration. Sponsored by 
Chemical Workers' Union, the resolu¬ 
tion expressed the opinion that existing 
me ihods of control and administration 
I rreiv not in keeping with democratic 
principles and had not fulfilled the 
h hopes of the workers. Congress should 
therefore urge the General Council to 
consider at the earliest moment an <?n- 

tirtly new structure of administration 
and control based on the establishment 
of an industrial parliaments These 
parliaments mould have 'limited aims 
as laid dotvn in the NaAnalisntioSt 
Acts, but full executive powers 
the democratic limitations of the 
British Constitution,* 

“Remarking that his union had. 
worked out a structure of industrial 
democracy * a/nVA, unfortunately, he 
had not time to outline , Mr. R. 
Edwards suggested that if they tainted i 
democracy in industry it must be has ad | 
on local government, which was the 
best expression of democracy. 

ft Replying from the platform . Mr. 
Lincoln Evans described the idca be¬ 
hind rhe resolution as the old one of 
guild socialism and syndicalism, which 
Congress had rejected for many years . 
The council's view was that the ap¬ 
plication of democracy to industry had 
to be made through the development of 
joint consultation. 

“This interpretation of his renjflrfcr 
stung Mr. Edwards to reply that it 
was nonsense to confuse the resolution 
with syndicalism, which could only rise 
in the case of economic collapse. 'And,' 
continued Mr. Edwards, f we do not 
envisage such a state of rtoolulion in 
thk country. We would never dream 
of submitting syndicalism as a soht* 
rion. We say there is no Indus tried 
democracy in the nationalised tnduj- 
1 tries/ 

“The resolution was defeated by tkt 
'nets’ OUIshtmting the 'ayes*/* 


Direct Action Frees Miner 


i 


PROMPT action by 2,000 minors 
won the freedom of one of their 
mates last week in St. Helens, Lancs, 
)ohn Horrocks took part in an un¬ 
official strike last .March, and, as is 
now usual under nationalisation, was, 
with 24 fellow strikers, subsequently 
summoned by the National Coal 
Board and fined £to for breach of 
contract. He refused to pay, and so 
was arrested and sentenced to 28 days’ 
imprisonment. 


Immediately, 1,200 miners at Sut¬ 
ton Manor and goo at Bold Collieries 
refused to work until he was released. 
The N.C.B. rapidly climbed down— 
while the N.U.M. found the necessary- 
amount to secure his release—then 
agreeing not to press for immediate 
payment by Horrocks. 

This represents a resounding vic¬ 
tory for the miners, and is exactly the 
way to deal with the totalitarian 
methods of the N.C.B.! 


THE KlttUTEOlS 
HYPOCRITES 


'J'HE following letter (from Alex 
Comfort) recently appeared in 
the Manchestei Guardian. 

“The level of unreality at which the 
House, 35 well as British and American 
propaganda, has diS-CUSSed The Korean war 
is an index of the degree to which we 
have become hypnotised by the inspection 
of our own righteousness. Some promin¬ 
ent Allied politicians serious believe that 
the Anglo-American neocaipa Lion of 
Korea on hchalf of the Syngmar Rhee 
regime will be greeted with enthusiasm 
there — the din of propaganda makes it 
wholly impossible to assess the support 
which either competitor actually com¬ 
mands, but a return of the fighting 
across a peasant country, prepared by 
heavy bombing of towns, and ending in 
a reversal of the expropriation of local 
land lords, may speak a good deal louder 
to Lhe Korean public than Mr. Achcson 
or Mr. Lie. 

“We are only entitled 10 denounce Com¬ 
munist peace petitions as a fraud if w c 
are equally critical of our own pretentions 
It one is fraudulent, so is the other at 
least in the eyes of a large pan of Asia. 
lT^r t + hu5fc tto* 1 ™ supporting the 

niTcd States to-day we are securing our 
own prestige as liberators to-morrow; in 
tact, we arc helping to identify ourselves 
With two of the most unpopular and un¬ 
desirable policies of the present time_ 

support tor the landlord and the yamcn, 
and the use of indiscriminate massacre* in 
threat or in fact, as the prime weapon 
in any conflict. Most of our defeats in 
Asa come from the first of these associa¬ 


tions, and the growing disquiet of Europe 
as well as the strongest Communist 
argument against the West, comes from 
the disgraceful example of the second, 
which we set during the world war. 

0 “ In , arguments about 

Russia s alleged intentions and the facade 
of legality at Lake Success* we canToly 
regard Korea as well as the rest of thV 
cold wrar m .11 its manifestations* a 5 ps J 
of a conflict between two totally irre s ^ 
ponsibk power groups* both in a jL Tdl ! 
paihic state of fear* both prepared Ter 
commit unlimited atrocities if war comes 
and bath meriting our whoIe-SS 
resistance. As inhabitants of an mcrSS 
1 ngh- vulnerable island we can ill afford' 
* 5 W4m »» which our foreign policy 
mbodies The Atlantic Fact convert Z 
into a target area without offer™ -nv 
protection more tangible than the p f«^ 
of subsequent liberation, h 
enough for Mr. Attlee to give uur^cr^S 

ESS.SFT ^ Preai *^ TnunaTffi 

Korea while frantically plucW hi* 

svk Snrzjstf-g; 

4 "^otectmnable sides* t 

2s « y ^ r £Srs-«dr- 

Russian police methods with 
The only answer to the peace 
to dissociate ourselves from ^ 11 

acre as a policv Tt k^ Clv,hatl mas " 
bothT 11 15 hlEh l,m e TVC did 
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ISEL1NQUENC1 


«v dlf«.r ('<> m J ort 


NiSW wu'll notice thai I have not been talking in specifically 
-rtiutipnarv or terms about this problem, because most of 

which is being done today is not being done by revolutionaries, 
* hv psychiatrists who are trying in work, if not with, at least in, the 
a . un( . oftfer, Now J think their work is important* and (nr this 
ls ®° l limited u* crime. The further wc go in 
<n tlimr>oloB^ ftnJ psychology of delinquency, the clearer it becomes 
■ hut lhe mechanism* which make some people into thieves or persistent 
lutdfteb art 1101 dynamically different from the mechanisms which 
niakf pwpi 6 other kind of delinquent* the socially-accepted 

nd utvpwfl'^ble delinquent, with whom wc arc at odds whenever we 
^itfriJC power and coercion as institutions. This is not a theory 
v,yiinr m anarchist* It has a very svide* and;, I believe, an increasing 
jiXfitM® > n psychiatry. As anarchists, the desire to dominate is 
ihr ‘’crime*’ w hich worries us most, Wc recognise that at the moment 
thr gelirtqufltt activities of governments* and of individual psychopaths 
jn ihctii, arc a greater threat to social advance than even the most 
serial samples of punishable crime. The individual who is clever 
t . r Jucky as w*U as delinquent may be able to express his basic 
chi^ctcr-disorJcv in an unpunishable form—if he is unlucky or of 
iiKclltionce he wnll express it in what is commonly known as 
itim- I" anoLhcr context, the aggressive psychopath who bashes 
p^lr and robs them may well be psychodynatntcally identical with 
lht ^disiic warder who bashes people and is allowed to do sn* or the 
buAct-shop proprietor who goes to prison, with the demagogue who 
ji*« to be bead of his party, 

> For ihis reason, a scientific attempt to ferret out the actual, 
iotNific factors in society, the family, and the individual which lead 
jo "crime 11 of the delinquent type Is in itself a revolutionary activity, 
ii Py revolution we mean the attempt to alter inadequate social patterns 
hv deliberate action, and any contribution to this study* even if the 
people who make ri do not realise its wider significance!, is of vital 
importance to us as revolutionaries. And it has another side. We*re 
net always very logical. Mom, of us, I think, refuse on principle 
jfi be indignani, and to react by demands for revenge, against bandits 
or murderers, because we say that their behaviour is the outcome of 
defects in society. On the other hand, we are very often indignant, 
and we may react equally sentimentally, at the activity of power- 
groups or of individuals like Franco and Stalin who seem to us to 
be acting brutally or wickedly in their own fields. I don't want to 
suggest we should lose our healthy social Indignation, any more than 
I suggest we should come to shrug our shoulders when we come across 
a multiple murderer, but I do feci that any revolutionary movement 
which is able* as I believe wc are able, to ground itself in psychiatry 
nbMjld thereby acquire a balance and a principled approach to social 
evils which it can get in no other way. I believe that there is ortlv 
oftr possible kind of revolution* a revolution based on a scientific study 
of the things wc wish, to foster and the things we wish to eliminate, 
and throe are the criteria which we have to fulfil if we are to make 
9 contribution to human progress. And it goes further than that— 
ii is known to-day that not only governmental power but revolutionary 
activity itself is a very common cloak for psychopathic tendencies in 
the participants. We all know ihe psychopathic crank, to our cost, 
and being a minority party we have to guard against him: for all I 
know* f may be one. The application and reapplication of rational 
criteria to our own response and opinions is a positive duty, and an 
extremely difficult and arduous one, Ts our hatred of coercion or 
authority based on evidence, of is it a discharge of aggressive tendencies 
which mighL have landed us in Dartmoor or in the Cabinet? It's a 
point l won t pursue* but ws should mention it in passing. “The 
Delinquent" or the psychopath is invariably someone else, not the 
person who uses those words. 

Now the crucial question for us is this—can we hope to inter¬ 
fere effectively to prevent the development of the delinquent type of 
behaviour disorder? Is it, as Lombroso suggested, and as a very few 
penologisis still suggest, an innate defect? I think w r e can answer that 
with an unqualified “No." There is no significant evidence whatever 
to support such a view-* except in a very limited number of mental 
defectives and organic psychotic* who are destructive or troublesome, 
and even these can u? some extent be trained as well as restrained, 
J* it, then, an economic effect? Does poverty breed crime to the extent 
“we formerly believed.! 1 Up to a point it does, though some of that 
crime in hardly delinquency—crime, as I hope to show in a minute, 
jv a bnaking-down or breaking-out process, and like other explosive 
forms of behaviour many non-specific stresses can contribute. But 
pinertj is y no means the only cause, and any simple economic 
view is not enough, 

I>TCSI> * ou W *U see thaL the causes of crime, 
ST" 1 * ,L T SC 0rc w practically everyone-bishops, 

mag,stra.es, doctors, rodal workers* postman, and editors. Unfortun¬ 


ately. no two of these agree what they are. The most commonly cited 
are low moral standards in the home, either through lack of religioui 
texclung or through the supposed growth of pilfering, fiddling and w 
on, ! cfc of what is termed parental discipline, and the notorious foci 
ihat children steal because thev want things—if they pinch sweeii H 
■s bemuse they want sweets but won’t save up for them, which is the 
sptn.uaK-ommensense theory in another form. 

The only way to deal wi.h this kind of assertion la by proper 
observation, to see if it is true. I'm going to devote the rest of my 
time in one particularly important study on these linen which has 
lust been published, that undertaken by Sion for the Carnegie Trusi, 
So far as 1 know he is no anarchist, so I can quote him without any 
charges of special pleading. His series of cases covers 102 youths 
between 15 and Iff in English approved schools—ihi* is a tuna hi »h 


any major stress *M«h impairs the rtMl*■ . 

affection In « 1 *™"* ' md * r llw 1 h 

dtlinquancy, sonic mmr that, oth#M, Nn m *vm < «*' 
irresponsibility ft cinfliy of <h- *limpi*nt l* »* 
learning-—ii ta a mpnfl* he has sst|...iml, no. a **«■.’ 
„ wav Of real ring I* « ‘Nation And lh» l»« *Msh 

lW , hrtng so. Is on* fll ili-i^ditlonhitt, «f pl-.Mig ih* ■« 

0 ,nrtK.nm.« l» •hid* Hh T* V’t 

MM I. Iron. ■!» w**" '*«« l ‘ 

sir***. 

I have nr 11 her fl« Hmf. 1W* f rhlflfc, ihv iUt h-riM 
ft p r ly the lessons of whn« I have been saying lit mir Irka* - 
writtv, **c*pi m point 1,1 flint fhf faml 

pf its. part in chtr»ct*f-f<ifrtnilkm, ami ih« whole n#*M« i 


In the second hull of hi* Summer School address, Alex Comfort describe* the mullMrf n »* O 
study of the social urn! family buck grounds of u flroup of hny dc 1 ii 1 (|uenti, u 
bear cut rhe intuitive un a lyses of the curlier anurehtsts is of cktruurdomry i merest* 

ln his final section* Comfort turns attention to the way in whicli modern p*jrih».iDj 1 on u 1 * 1 

of how, and in whut circumstance ft, free men arise. His whole lecture is m* ch>t|iiertf ph u or t it 
observational and analytical methcKl in the furmiii^ of the sociological viens of a ret oJnt n>ourj 


sample, but the results and the method were both of great general 
iuiporiance, T can't unfortunately do more than summari?* Stott’s 
findings, but the book can be obtained from public libraries under 
the till* DrhTr^unicy and Human Nature, and 1 commend il to 
everyone here, 

Stoll's primary finding is that in almost every case ihc actual 
offences* whatever they were, whether sexual, larceny, or other, repre¬ 
sented break do wn-reaciiems to enormous internal siren. In nu case 
did a boy steal because he wanted something—unwanted objects were 
stolen* stolen objects given away. Parental discipline ranged from 
very severe to absent. Religious upbringing was indifferently present 
or absent. In Stott's own words, delinquent breakdown is an escape 
from an emotional situation which* for the particular individual and 
with various conditionings of his background, becomes at least icm- 
porarily unbearable. The ntouves of the offences Stott summarises 
as avoidance-excitement, which is apparently particularly associated 
with housebreaking, inferiority-compensation, delinquent-attention* 
resentment against parents, desire for removal from home* in that 
order. One important deduction from this finding is that criminal 
parents are not an important determinant, for this reason: the satis¬ 
faction or relief which the delinquents got from their offences were 
not concrete ones, like gain or advantage, but depended, almost wholly 
on the fact that crime is something which society rejects* which brings 
punishment* gets them sent away from home, or scandalises parents. 
The boy whose father is a burglar does not Sty to spite him by 
stealing. The largest number (53%) engaged in crime as a means 
of forgetting their home problems in a round of adventure. Others 
deliberately courted detection to spite their parents or to escape from 
home. I think that a reading of the 102 detailed case histories here 
give? us a truer picture of what w r e are up against in dealing with 
the persistent criminal than does any examination of the later part 
of the process. The old lag has a hard shell—^hc is in equilibrium 
with himself* and one can’t easily break in. But he is the end 
result of the same process. Stott shows very clearly that delinquency 
is a neurosis, if by a neurosis we mean a repetitive kind of response 
to a situation we cannot cope with, which is in itself inappropriate 
and useless, but which has become fixed as a habit. 

For our purposes, we need to go further, and see what the stresses 
were which produced this pressure. They were all in essence tensions 
within the family. Summary gives little idea of them—to realise what 
these boys had to contend with* in "‘good" (respectable) homes for .he 
most part* one has to turn to the case histories; Stott gives us broad 
headings which indicate the type of anxiety source, but not its intensity 
or the total absence of any real means of escape for the victim: 
anxiety over parents 1 health, desertion threats* being unwanted* 
estrangement from parents, unsatisfactory parents, neurotic, hysterical, 
stupid, over-severe; homes upset by quarrelling* separation, remarriage 
and so on. Under these one can make out, if one wishes* some of (he 
more classical Freudian outlines. There is no one paramount cause- 


re Union i. hi pi which contribute to It* la the key mu only U> ih*J 
of delinquency in Ifa limited reuse hut in all the wider mu 
political coiiicxis which Imerc*. lm In uur desire to fuuilfl 
coercive society where Individuals respect one another 
sanction. There is plenty of room here fur iliiuuMufi mull 
'There arc two points I would like to make I%m of -ill, 1 
work in this field ream* in me m give us extremely 
for encouragemcm. The political field, and the type of fevl 
by a frfwla-ew-JMflste, which earlier radicals Nuked for, have 
bleaker In prospect; the new knowledge and study of the nfl 
of human societies and of individual dutracier-formation uifj 
think, not only a field in which lo work with every hope t 
but also an assurance that the ideas which we have t Hpd| 
various reasons, comeioui or unconscious* since the lime till 
Godwin, arc becoming increasingly the currency of sdcrilHie 
Secondly, 1 want to stress the importance of our keeping upT 
the work which is going cm, of seeing all the results, wh«lb( 
support our preconceptions nr not. ft is not good criougH 
A. 5, Neill because we like his ideas and not read those wlw | 
him. Personally* I would like to sec more uf ue, those 
taking training in social sciences or engaging in reaearch In | 

1 do not want to try to turn anarchism mm a sorioNgici 
Society* from which non -scientists are excluded. 1 want to I 
thing done which has not been done before—a conct 
biassed, and properly documented attempt to disseniintifJ 
teaching of the results of modern child psychiatry, social pa) 
and political psychology to the general public on the 
we have in the past tried to disseminate revolutionary prop! 

That most certainly does not Involve any split between "worker 1 
“intellectual' 1 —the worker wants the information, and wants i 
exactly us he wants the doctor, or us the Intellectual wants food 
coal, and tn term? of mutual aid each relics on the other to dclivi 
the goods. I think this is the complement of what mher comrudai 
arc doing in industry by pressing for such tilings at workers 1 topi red 
and local autonomy—the two go toge ther. And there is u mu her 
ride to this — most of m may fed depressed front time lo time at 
the complacency of the public in the face of economic and industrial 
issues and of political Injustice: we should have to he radiant optimise 
1 think* to anticipate any mass movement toward our ideas at ihe 
moment* or* If such a movement did miraculously occur, lo helievt 
that the English public* conditioned to live as Ii does and think as 
it does, could be translated at all suddenly into a higher level of 
Individual responsibility. As a minority movement* our best chiMt 
lies in our power of forming opinion. By learning Ivw free met 
arc made* and why they arc in short supply to-day* psychiatry >ceml \ 
to me to be filling a role which is not less revolutionary lor hriM 
unspectacular. I want to suggest to you that It b here, where p*rt»ft 
delinquency* and most of the other nfi*ladaju*tmcctt& which 
to see removed, can be attacked by the method* wbkh got rut of 
epidemic disease that we may perhaps be abk to make our M*#* 
effective contribution to the kind of world wr want. 
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JERBERT READ, in opening the third 
National Exhibition of Children’* Art, 
criticised the scornful reference 
"obviously directed at this exhibition" mede 
by Mr. Rob art Birley at this year's RayaE 
Academy banquet, 

"He charged the organiser*," said Mr. 
Read, "with encouraging the belief that the 


JOHN OLD AY’S 
DRAWINGS 

many admirers of John Olday’s 
work will be glad to hear that 
an cxJiibitEon of his druwings and 
paintings is being held from Septem¬ 
ber 17th until October 31st, of 28 a, 
Tavistock Road. W.2 (near West- 
boume Park Station). 

His exhibition is open daily front 
< 2 to 6 (including Sundays* except 
Thursdays. 


children chosen for the exhibition wet# * lot 
of little geniuses* who would one day be¬ 
come Associates af th* Academy, 

He suggested that only a very smell 
minority of children were gifted for paint- 
iftg, end that these few only should be 
trained end their worts exhibited " 

Mr. Read *ald that behind all this, war* 
two fun da mentally different conceptions of 
education. On*, represented by Mr, Birley, 
regarded the child's mind *s an empty 
tack into which the schoolmaster must stuff 
solid layers of knowledge end, if lhare were 
any room left at the top, * I'ttle poetry 
or art. 

"Th* Other conception which w* Md," 
Mr. Read went on. "think* of an infant mind 
rather as a seed containing infinite poten¬ 
tialities,, germinating under fo-vourebl* 
dillons end sending oul a number of tender 
shoots,”* 


*—-his ideas ore developed in 
Education of Fr** Men" tF.P"- lr*}> 


the exhibition which ii ** ** ***•’ 
Institute ealleries, Ptawdilly* )****' JS 
open every weekday from 10 t* &• 
September Mth, 
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Trade Unions in tndia 
— Pillars of Capitalism 


rHE Bntiah Labour Party and the 
American Federation <vf Labour 
h^J nearly succeeded j„ ropm£ in thc 
|g socimlirt trade unions. They 
JpdblUhc-d n BO-ealled "Free Trade 
Committee" in the he si hotel 
in ehnfjit nf Mr. Richard L. G. 
tri| H* tmd have issued *Kera! 
■fe'f- (Unless oat sits in (he hc*t 
Lnobod* ivill htlieve it is the Free 
^ Uniari.) They ahout !ik% 

isdpniiricK tcllinj! us nice 
the Free Trade Ionian 
is fret fttim government 
alt h '.1 li kj!i thej- freely support 
emmtiiiH. just like the Indian 
K/ftadt Unions, sponsored hy 
gmeni here. Whether I hey arc 
tor not, their polity is that 

“hvernme nti- The Sfitialihl 

d are apposed to the Indian 
L)*C,. hut they hohaoh with 
L. and the British Lnb»uf 
t both of them pretend 1o be 
HUui' The whole yucstion 
pyelling membership and mi*' 
jr unions for government and 
-The chief onions that 
by their eonneetionB mid 
ivill be the munitions, trfrn*. 
■tended services unions. They 
p bonuses to make them feel 
1 of- labour**- 

*, the abject of trade union* 
plith capitalism hut get the 
I it for certain, state-essential 
^ of "workers, keeping them 
Shts.vAll grand trade union* are 
H^ntain the wage system, both 
Ml linT"' h —•" for otherwise the 
[p hj Organisers will have no role 
The y do not wan I workers’ 
P nf works, hut only to play 
try role to capitalism, state or 
No wonder, trade unions hove 
Le to keep workers Svh- 
| to ihe evigencies of capitalism 
and slate throughout history, 
cm a n eipat l- them from these a* 
class struggle of centuries 
would do. Accepting the 


EKK OFFICERS 
TO FIGHT FOR 
pd—IN KOREA 

Hkns correspondent of the 
reported on September 8th 
aittee of Greek Army officers 
retired list has catled on the 
|<er of National! Defence,, begging 
r list of 1,200 men “experienced 
ilia warfare"' be given first pre- 
when the Greek brigade for 
V Js formed. They stated that as 
jgo as July 15th they sent lelc- 
* 10 the United Nations, to Genera) 
knhLir, Mr. Truman, and Mr. Attlee 
gi ns their services, and that this sorely 
^pQrd them to precedence, 

h same correspondent, on the same 
Writicd that five men and three women 
^^been sentenced 10 death by an Athens 
iPiiary court for subversive activities 
in st the State. 

1 always the fight for freedom, idler- 
« * Western values, etc,, must be fought 
^■ywhi-rc but at home. 


wage system is subordinating oneself to 
wage slavery- Today trade union* are 
absolutely at the mercy of capitalism* 

worker* ore kept slave* of capitalism 
both by private employer* and state*, 
which In Russia are the same a* the 
Communist Party* If uapitul—state or 
privat e cimnn! mnltc profit* the 
worker* will have to go without eating 
even when working, e.g,, Russia* Trade 
uniona arc interested in capitalist pro¬ 
fit, in order 10 maintain the unions, 
although of a pari of workers;. They 
urc agencies of capitalism, employment 
agencies* This they call “free Irade 


LETTER FROM 
INMA 


unions”'—freedom to bargain. Bargain 
you may, blit may not get anything, 
exccpl for the most essential—essential 
to slate and capitalism—workers* to 
keep down nil the test* 

There is really no choice between the 
four group* of trade unions in Tn^a, 
because they nil work merely for better 
wages, and not for Ihe abolition of the 
wage system. In fact, they all want to 
prevent the downfall af the wage 
system. Of course they won’t get better 
wages, cxCep^for that small section of 
workers which the government wants to 
use against the others. The wage 
system can only he maintained so lang 
as export is maintained. Since Russia, 
for example, is not an export country, 
the stackers can only he sent to labour 
camps to die giving the last ounce of 
strength and work without payment* 
Without foreign markets, the worker* 
w ill he thrown out of employment since 
the wages they receive will not buy all 
the produet* at their prices which in¬ 
clude taxes* rent, inlercst and profit** 
The trade unions are a conspiracy be¬ 
tween the union leaders and the capital¬ 
ist* and state to plunder foreign buyers. 

I ^vas told long agu, by Albert 
m Baumeistcr, oucc of the I*L*0*, that 
German trade unions furnished strike 
funds to Italian textile workers' strike, 
not because they sympathised with 
them (although that was the Open 
reason given!) hut because German 
textile worker* did not want the com¬ 
petition of Italian textiles an foreign 
market* and dislocation of Italian textile 
mills would help the export of German 
textiles. In this both the German 
union* and Government conld go to¬ 
gether. Similar things were practised 
hy British labour unions against Indian 
textile capital; they sent funds in sup¬ 
port of striking Indian textile workers- 
The more strikes in another country', 
the unions as well as manufacturing 
capitalist* in exporting countries will he 
safe. All roguery! The workers are 
pawns of rogues. Mr. Furtwacnglcr. a 
German labour leader, had written a 
book OP India in which he said lhat 
Indian textile workers, ns well as 
Chinese and Japanese, arc n menace to 
Ihe textile industry of Europe and 
America because iheir labour is cheap 
and sweated* That is a pure capitalist 
business proposition. When I pointed 
this out to him, he was angry. The 
logic of if is that the workers in India, 
and China and Japan must be en¬ 
couraged to strike and fight for higher 


wages, as If out of brotherhood, bat 
really to make it more easy f ar Euro¬ 
pean md American textile workers and 
capitalists In sell abroad* f]^ ffoev 
mean that capitalism should he abolished 
both in Asia and Europe or at least in 
Asia nr in Europe? Nat at all* || 
capitalism is abali*hed. trade unions and 
their hossdom arc finished. 

, iv xi Uu ” fhflt the 

IA\ >M.A, (Intern an anal Working Men's 

Association-the anarcho-syndicalist i„_ 

IcrnatJOnnl) asked for sympathy and 
solidarity strike* t„ support 5 „mc 
'.Inkers, the reformist trade union* 
always said that it must be referred 
10 the headquarters which later on said 
it did not w ant, even did not like to 
support with nicer. Far by sympathv 
and oobdanty strike, they did not want 
to disloeule national lu»ine*a“l No 
wonder we have more internationals 
and less brotherhood. The mentality of 
party and labour leader* is capitalist and 
national, even international in the capi¬ 
talist sense. Business first! For with- 
■mt business, they will have no role to 
play* They will become simple pro¬ 
ducing workers, will have lu degrade 
themselves into ooncntitic*. So I am 
interested at all in trade union* 
which do not want to overthrow 
capitalism and wage-system hut want to 
maintain them, let them go to hell 
alnng with capitalism* 

M, F, T. ACHARYA* 


KOREA AND THE 
DOLLARS 

was reported in the News- 

Chrotdde (30/S/50} that; 

One nasty setback awaited the Britons 
in Korea. It had nothing to do with che 
enemy. It is that old trouble—money. 

Koreaj like Japan, is in the American 
orbit and therefore a hard currency area. 

British privates will be a)towed to draw 
only 5 dollars 60 cents a week- On a 
rising scale, majors will be permitted to 
draw up to 75 dollars a month. 

An American private gets a basic pay 
of £5 dollars 5f> cents a month. 

Evidently British soldiers can get 
killed in Korea in defence of the 
American Government's prestige, but 
they mustn’t upset the Dollar Gap. 


Through the Vrpss 


'"■FANTASTIC NOTIONS" 


Whai EbreflbuTg criticise* amusingly in 
dm J urctiuo i* ihe anarchist Leftism of 
if early days, which shrank from tht 
~ual hurly-burly uf building Socialitm 
the then conditions of Russia, 
which imported it* fanatic notion* of free¬ 
dom bnm of the attitudes uf the armfcbisi 
petty boujceeit, 

—Jack Lindsay to Tnbum, 1/9/JO, 


' in 


BELOVED CAUDILLO 

... Too often to our dealing* with Spain 
have we ignored che fiiuona] character, 
and it cannot be too often repeated that 
you cannot attack the Head of the Spanish 
Siam m this fashion without every 
Spaniard in Spain (akin*; ii to himself. 

I am. Sir, your obedient servant, 

A),aa’ Hjllcastii, formerly Naval 
Attache 10 Spain. 

—Letter in The Timet, 9/9/50, 

GRATEFUL GOVT, 

After 40 years' service with the New 
South Wales police force, an Australian 
aborigine. Sergeant Alexander Riley, who 
is due io retire ncxl month, is not eligible 
fdr 3 pension because he is an aborigine. 
Labour Gail (Melbourne), 6/7/50, 

Bid he enforce the "While Australia” 

policy? 


NO SHELTER FOR 
GRADE TWO CITIZENS 

Boston scientist Clark Goodman said 
to-day is would he impossible to provide 
atom bomb shelters for everyone And 
so he think* that people should be 
■■graded" for admission on the basis of 
iheir importance to the ns Lion. 

Daily Express, 29 / 8 / 50 . 

PENALTY OF OBEDIENCE 


dropping ir ( . 
1“ *i»iJ drr Jt > oi, r / 


—Competition entry, 

A r ew Statesman, 1/9/511. 

SAD REFLECTION 

All this drives a pacifist-anarchist such 
as my self back upon the sad reflection, 
all over again, that all political parties 
are in the lung rim perhaps even in the 
shun run!) worthless! 

- — -Ethel Marinin in 

Socialist Leader, 9/9/50. 


UNESCO TO BE 
COLD WAR WEAPON 


■"THE United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisa¬ 
tion was founded five years ago “to 
promote peace and security by means 
of education, science and culture". 
It recently issued a Statement by 
Experts on Race Problem s’ (discussed 
and quoted at length in the editorial 
of Freedom for 191b August) which 
affirmed that man is a social being, 
that "races 11 in the political sense do 
not exist, that no "race” is more in¬ 
telligent than any other, and that 
there “is no evidence that race mix¬ 
ture as such produce* bad results 
from the biological point of view”. 
There are a number of ways of look¬ 
ing at this statement. At first sight, 
it seems a little comical that the 
learned professors of half the world 
should meet together and after solemn 
discussion, produce what, to rational 
people, is a statement of the obvious. 

But there if, another aspect to be con¬ 
sidered. UNESCO is sponsored by the 
governments of tho*e countries not with¬ 
in the Russian orbit, and the United 
States contributes nearly half its annua! 
budget of £2,857,000- But its statement 
condemns by implication the "ratia I” 
policies of many of these governments, 
especially those of America and South 
Africa, and, as our editorial said, '"They 
condemn as impertinent and superfluous 
che pretensions of imperialism whereby 
one group of men impose their domination 
on another, even -when they claim to do 
so for the good of the colonial people" 
In fact, UNESCO bad become more of 
an embarrassment than an asset to many 
of the member-governments- So it is 
not perhaps surprising chat the U.S. 
Government should be anxious that 
UNESCO should play a foie more 
a tinned to its own needs. The new situa¬ 
tion is described in a report from the 
Paris correspondent of the News-ChronkU 
14/3/50). He says: 

“American insistence than UNESCO 
enter the cold war by spreading pro- 
Western. anti-Communisi propaganda is 
producing a crisis which may almost 
wreck the organisation. 

"UNESCO T Director-General, Senor 
Torres Bodet, immediately threatened to 
resign. Later he said that if UNESCO's 
Executive Board approved the U.S, "in¬ 
quest” he would either pot it into execution 
or resign. If he resigns many of his 


senior staff are likely to fofl°w ^ 
example. 

"'This is not the first time that Amcri» 
made the demand. Mr. William 
U.S. Assistant Secretary of Stale, n 
specially to France when the annual v ■ 
•fcTcdte was being held to try to g 
UNESCO's support. UNESCO refused, 

The correspondent pointed out 
unequivocally that the special meeting 
of UNESCO's executive board, call* 1 
discuss the American demand WpuW 
cide in effect 1 ‘whether UNESCO |S 
continue as primarily a cultural orgaois - 
tion working for world peace through t 
education of the masses, or whether it i 
to become a kind of psychological warrar 
bureau for the Western Powers- 1 

The sequel to this story is Poe a 
one. It was announced on August 
that the Executive Council had deodeq 
that UNESCO will support the U N. 
action in Korea—as urged by the United 
States Government. 

“The Council unanimously instructed 
the Director-General to come out on the 
side of the Western Powers with an ® ntlJ 
Communist propaganda programme,” 

This decision, says the Neio Turk 
Herald Tribune * "will to a certain extent 
take UNESCO out of its neutral phase, 
wherein it has acted as a perfectly in¬ 
tellectual organisation without a political 
stand between the democratic West and 
ihe Communist East.” 

Senor Bodet has not resigned. 


TITO’S 

FRIENDS 

'TflR anti-lotalitarianism of our labour 
leader* is shown to he pretty one¬ 
sided by the recent visit to Yugoslavia 
of a Labour Party mission, led by Bam 
WfllsDn and Morgan Phillips. 

Bubbling Over with enthusiasm for 
every thing they saw* the Labour 
opportunists overlook the essential 
features lhat Ti|o f * regime ha* in com¬ 
mon with Staling, which they attack* 
Foreign policy at the moment dictate* 
friendship with all anti-Caininform 
eounttie*. Tito to-day. Franco to- 
morrow? 

[S« Freedoms 2/9/50: Facts for Tito 
Fans, p , 3.] 


T^HERE are still plenty of little Musso- 
^ lints: and Hitlers in the world Eo-day, 
that is men who think that the solution 
of the whole soda! problem lies in their 
hands if only they had the power. One 
such person is Maj. -General Anderson, 
who has been suspended from his duties 
as Commandant of Maxwell Field, 
Alabama, Air War College. 

General Anderson was quoted in tbe 
Press as having said: "'Give me the order 
to do it and I can break up Russia's five 
A-bomb nests its a week. And when I go 
up to Christ ... I think I could explain 
to him that I had civilization.” 

This was one of a number of statements 
by prominent Americans or in certain 
sections of the Press to he made recently 
In favour of an age :.sive war by the 
United States. At present these views 
meet with official disfavour, but for how 
long remains to be seen. 

Meanwhile, the Church is preparing the 
field for Lhe moral support of aggressive 
war. The official organ of (he Boston 
Catholic archdiocese thought ihat what 
they euphemistically call “preventive war” 
against Russia might have to be con¬ 
sidered seriously in “tbe foreseeable 
furure" and ibai wars of offence can be as 
moral as wars of *cIf-defence—-under ccr- 
lam condilions; and so far as I his 
Cmhulic guide is concerned these condi¬ 
tion b will be fully satisfied—when every 
01 her mean* lias failed, of course! — 
since "the Soviet is guilty of real crimes 
and is content pin ting further ones” and 
ill ihe innocent Americans will be doing 
is “to defend basic human righ.ls”. So 
once again we can he sure that God will 
be with ual 

★ 

'T'HE Russian pattern is being methodi- 
1 rally introduced into Lhe satellite 
countries, and the usual arguments, so 
familiar to students of Russia, are being 
u*ed to justify the measures being adopted. 
In Eastern Germany, for instance, strikes 
will in future be prohibited except in 
"private cupitalisi works” and the reason 
for this measure h that exploitation "has 
been eliminated from works owned by 
the people, where labour has become a 
matter of honour and glory’'. It all 
depends how one defines "exploitation” 
and who gets the '"honour and glory”' 
For lib, exploitation is not only an 


CHRIST IS ON THE 

GENERAL’S 


economic question. After all, the nation¬ 
alised industries In Britain cannot be 
said to be run for private profit, yet docs 
this give the workers any more say in 
the running of their industries than under 
private enterprise? 

“Socialistic Competition” 

Such terms as “socialistic competition” 
euphemistically describe the Russian 
method for greater exploitation of the 
workers. The increased output by workers 
is not necessarily a conscious act for the 
success of socialism or Stalinism or 
whatever one cares to call the system in 
Russia and its satellites, since it is re¬ 
warded by medals—and increased wages, 
which, in Socialist Russia, just as in 
Capitalist Britain—arc the means for 
increasing individual comfort. 

In Chechoslovakia ihe systein of "shock- 
workers” has been introduced in all In¬ 
dus try. In the mines however It does not 
seem to have had ihe effect of eliminating 


absenteeism. The official news agency 
in Prague states that it is on the increase 
and has reached from 15 to 17 per cent, 
in some Czechoslovak coal mines. 
"‘Socialist competitions,” the agency adds, 
“have been under way in several mines, 
but the rate of absence is increasing as 
well,” 

To encourage the shock worker’s 
spirit among the young, the Slovak Com¬ 
mission for education, science and art 
has decided that portraits of the best 
shock workers are to hang in all Slovakia’s 
kindergartens and elementary and second¬ 
ary schools commencing this month “Get 
them young,” seems to be the motto of 
all those individuals acid organisations 
seeking to control the people’s lives. 
From the Pope to Hitler, from Franco 
to Stalin and Mussolini—whether i^s 
your soul they want to save or the dignity 
of your country, these authoritarians all 
have a common technique: first option 
on the minds of the young. 

Libertarian, 
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War Office 

Lunacy 


tK an outspoken editorial on the 
I^L-et military trial recently held at 
oJchester, the Manchester Guardian 

'• ' _, 

' kind of lunacy seems to be afflict- 
1 Wir Office. Courts martial have 
inf “*5 ld DI1 three men charged with 
teen h,l ser i OU5 ihnt they could not 
offend * . The Court actually sat on a 
he named- 


lEA H FELDMAN 
ARRESTED 

V S park on August 27th, and 
S1 rfc H ^ L lhe station and charged 

“Si? behaviour". Dougk, 
with 1 , t He ILP.» who was selling 
fi pp fl5.>rL«J<r* interned on her 
tlif'Sd was mid hy the police that 
gtf, *t^remained rilcnt" he would ho 
^ ,fs5 JJ J,cr. Not remaining silent j»e 
^.iSrJScd and charged with ob- 
** sl ^ On the following day, Leah 
m#***- S fincd 7/6. and Douglas 
Street Police 

Court 

i «ji had a small attache case of 
—mWhlei*beside her at the back of the 
JUJE*-* and a policeman told her to 
Sn'T ’Leah pointed oul to him that 
: H-oipied no more room open than shut, 
Mi dir policeman agreed- Then ®notlKr 
came and told her to shut it- 
K, Minted out that the first policeman 
wt aereed with her, and when a suitably 
^ ®Wd had gathered, she was 

jTTr$rcd- 

jt, alTsavs, the “obstruction was 
caused bv the police imerventton. Wc 
vender how many sellers of daily and 
evening papers are ever accused by the 
police with “obstruction or insulting 
behaviour”? 

In the Loudon Star of 28th August, 
the policeman is quoted as giving evidence 
that someone in the crowd called out Go 
back to Russia" and the Srar was content 
m le; the implication stand thar_ Leah 
Feldman is a Communist, It did not 
quote her defence as an Anarchist, nor 
jua the paper she was selling. 

In poini of fact, Lah, who left Russia 
a girl before World War I* did go 
kick thee after the Revolution—to leave 
again for ever when she saw the true face 
of Eohhfvitm. 



LONDON ANARCHIST GROUP 

Sunday Evanirjg misting s will »mm»nti 
*)*'" il (hi C*rtr*l Tddt Union Club an 
Oclsfa*r Stt. See tkii column nut iwua for 
d*Uik. 

OPEN-AIR MEETINGS 

Mf S^undiy at 3,10 at Rogout» Park 
(nur Zoo South Entrance} 

S^taUrv 

Albert {. P*r**T, deck Rubin., 

Philip Wnusm 

GLASGOW ANARCHIST GROUP 

OUTDOOR MEETINGS *rery Sunday at 

7 p,m. at 

MAXWELL STREET 

with 

Fw#l l *«l'- John GaHh#y, iddi# 

J. R-tlkCo 


LIVERPOOL ANARCHIST GROUP 

Optn Air Maatinpi 
•**ry Sunday. 7*10 p.m. 
on L**i(i bliiiad nt* 


COLNE & NELSON DISTRICT 

Oitewtiion ftreup ha Id fortnightly, 
Saplambar J 7th* *1 2,30 p m. 

Tviitari and Dfawan Club. 
CambHdfl. Straat. Coin. [L#nei.| 


NORTH-EAST LONDON GROUP 

Diictmion Maetlngi Fortnightly 
?J0 p.m 

Enquiriti c/o Pfaadt.fr, Fr« t 

SEH - Round Tabla 

FUTURE GROUP ACTIVITY’- 
OCT. 3rd 

■THE MYTH OF THE SUPERMAN 


Sunday and not only were the proceed¬ 
ings private but the charges were not 
disclosed. Two of the men were found 
guilty and sentenced, one to three years’ 
imprisonment, the other to nine months’ 
detention j a third man was acquitted. . . . 
On Tuesday, the War Office put out a 
statement that must be unique even in its 
long annals of ineptitude; 

Reports . . - may have given the im¬ 
pression that these soldiers have been 
tried lew stiata qflwtce# *s murder, 
treason, rape, Sic- In fairness to the 
accused and to the rchttm the War 
Office think it only right to state that 
these soldiers were, in fact, tried on 
charges ol malicious damage to 
property. 

Does not the ^ar Office see that it 
has condemned itself out of its own 
mouth? Who was responsible for giving 
the idea that the men might have been 
charged with murder, treason, or rape? 
Who was unfair to the man and their 
relatives? Who alarmed ihe public? 
And, even more important, who used the 
extra ordinary machinery of military law 
to keep secret something the public had 
a right to know?” 


THE METHOD OF 
DEMOCRACY 

tIGHT friends of mine received 
communications from H.M. War 
Office on August 15th, concerning 
their availabiity for recall to the 
colours. 

None of them seemed particularly 
entertained at ihe prospect. Three 
filled in the information required, and 
indicated that they would decline any 
such invitation on a matter of prin¬ 
ciple. Five ignored the corres¬ 
pondence altogether as the surest 
method of non-intervention. 

On the 30th August, Mr, Attlee, 
almost doubled the rates of pay¬ 
off ered in the armed forces. On the 
1 st September, my friends received 
a repeat communication from H.M, 
War Office, enclosed in nothing less 
than a registered envelope. 

My eight friends must be very im¬ 
portant people to be worth so much 
expense and fuss. 

But I do not think that even that 
will bury such convictions as they 
hold. I don’t think it was quite what 
they had in mind in refusing to ‘kill 
or be killed". 

Thanks, all the same, Mr. Attlee 
* . It was a sporting offer. 

J.S. 


IS WAR INEVITABLE ? 

TNFr„4c™ f w August 19 th, you pub- 
Juh a letter from Mrs. Gladys Ding, 
without editorial comment. Your readers 
arCI Y 1 T' have thought it un- 
re E.- r - ® ut unless some reply is 
1 ho and others, may think 

anarehi^^^ in lrtter aciC P table w 

Q J^ c r *fh« misunderstands* I think, the 
32? , Ifi Wa r Inevitable?” (25/8/50), 
. ,^’ hl k she Criticises, The argument that* 
■ i CII JE inevitable in governmental 
nlia tt|e avoiding of war involves the 
n , a pf the governmental system, 

disputed, but it ii hardly “in¬ 
coherent muttering about revolution”, and 
the point that France, a« a nation, was 
not weakened by revolution “in the field of 
international rivalries" is not contradicted 
- the contention that revolution "weak¬ 
ened the French people". 

But let me not reprimand her for largely 
failmg to understand your arguments, lest 
she and her co-bdievcrs condemn me lor 
completely failing to understand hers. 

"The instrument by which all govern¬ 
ments suppress the individual; credit” 
may mean that the capitalists’ appropria¬ 
tion of some of the products of an 
employee 5 labour and the taxes taken 
from an individual by government, can, 
in a way, be described as debts (or loans? 1 
paid to the capitalist and the government 
respectfrely. 

If this is what it means, the meaning 
is not very dear, but I fail to sec whar 
else it can mean, unless prisons and gib¬ 
bets and guns and truncheons are thought 
of as forms of credit or (like ration books, 
identity cards, army call-ups, and tax 
demand notices), "low devices imposed by 
the rule of debt”, 1 know that, never 
having borrowed anything or bought any¬ 
thing on tick from any government, I 
owe no etJnjcfpHj debt to one. 

International DEBT (Mrs. Bing’s 
capitals), goods or money owed by nations 
to nations, is, J agree, disgusting. Using 
the "payment of debts” or the '’establish- 
ment of credits" as an excuse, merchants 
and governments export as much as pos¬ 
sible and import as little as possible, to 
their own benefit and the detriment of 
the poorer classes. But I cannot agree 
that wars are arranged solely to perpetrate 
such debt, or that social injustice would 
he ended by the abolition of such debt. 
Unless, of course, the property system 
was abolished entirely, which Mrs. Bing 
does not advocate, does she? 



Perhaps I ant accidentally misconstru¬ 
ing Mrs. Bing and the Social Credit 
Movement, but it seems lo me that they 
try LO cure the evil of society, by attack¬ 
ing, not ihe evil itself, bm some of its 
manifestations* like a doctor with a small¬ 
pox patient, putting piasters on the 
larger spots. 


W E , 


BUILDERS' 
CO-OPERATIVE 

rightly criticise the worst features 
or Capitalism and Stale Socialism 
and their inability to provide the basis 
of the good society we seek, but we do 
not encourage the interest and support 
particularly of the younger people, who 
we must attract to build up a virile, active 
movement- This would be accomplished 
if it was shown that we “meant business; 
and made some attempt, as has been made 
in France and in Palestine, to work in a 
very limited manner in the first instance 
according to the economic principles that 
are accepted. 

The building trade seems a very suit¬ 
able industry' in which 10 begin, covering 
many trades and fulfilling an essential 
need, particularly at this time, I would 
suggest that we start by establishing a 
workers’ co-operative in the building 
industry with those interested able to 
take pari. That would provide a sound, 
useful basis and from our experience we 
could profit when we wished to proceed 
to the next aspect of the economy we 
decided to tackle. 

Let us get together and sec what can 
be done in working out an alternative to 
the systems which we refect. Surely we 
have ' sufficient knowledge, skill, interest 
and goodwill to organise in the North a 
building group which would successfully 
work a system of workers’ control. I 
should be very pleased to bear from any 
who are attracted by the suggestion and 
feel it is worth discussing further. 

H, Leslie Kirkley. 

11, G led hoot Wood Avenue* 

Leeds 8. 


ABC OF AUTHORITY 

(CtfflfinifCd) 

X is for Xenophobia, the hatred of foreigners. One of the subtle ways in which 
Authority maintains the support of the people, is by working up enmity towards other 
peoples, and diverting towards them the hostility which would otherwise be directed 
against itself. The alleged enemy may change but the Authorities always make sure 
that there is one. In reality the only enemy is Authority Itself. 

Y is for You. Do vou believe in Authority? If so, you will always suffer from it. 
To destroy people’s faith in Authority and build up their faith in ihemsdves, is the 
most valuble and useful task that an anti-authoritarian can perform. 

Z is for Zeno. Who was he? Zeno of Kit Lion (240-265 b.c.) was the first anarchist 
whose teachings have survived. According to Rudolf Rocker, he ’rejected all external 
compulsion and taught men to obey only the voice of the ‘inner law T which was 
revealed in nature itself. This led him to a complete rejection of the state and alt 
political institutions, and he took his stand upon complete freedom and equality for 
everything that bears human form. Si 

The history of the world since Zeno’s time has been a continual proof of how 
right he was. Let's do something about it! 

D.R, 


ir FROM PAGE ONE - 

TUCJ—The Real Decisions are Ours I 


by Atom bomb*, HO tltltfatr seemed Ij 
question! 

It i« precisely On these point * that 
flic vuriou* report* of (he Congress be¬ 
gin to muku depreiyiag reuding. Thuf 
every General Council speaker, and 
many from I be Boor, ul lacked Com- 
muniiti and Uonimuniim was to be 
capcctcd. but wbul began to be obvtuuy 
ii that Communism in mm in tie tlie 
bogc), llie red Urrirlf *crOU every in¬ 
convenient trail. Mini the euiilejupt with 
wbkli mu*! worker 1 lo-ila* regard lliotc 
jjolilicaJ Ittiuen ji jl»clf lo be milled 
into auppiurt for lheir own eiploiluljof). 

NO SUPPORT FOR CLP- 

Liberal)) 1 priiiLJmj[ Ini vjicculi with 
I idle of "iruJior* and iiibutiuri”, Kir 
ViiUr'i-iil Te*t * 011 , T-L.U, bccrelniy, 
right I) condemned (lie "phiaiey peace 
petition" a* a tactical political move b> 
(be LukimuuipU exploiting the people’* 
genuine detirc for peace- The T.IJ.C. 
supported b f nearly 7 million tu 
Syf.lXHJ tile resolution aupportiug 
I fiiiled Nation'* •ctiuii in Korea—a 
rnajioi-it) of If-—1. Hot the (.hiintuuiiJil- 
inspired revolution ealhntf foe the ban- 
tiinf of aloiiiie weapuni was refected h* 
unit 3—-I. 

These figures ihuw tins) ibt vast 
majorilv of the dek'fute* are not Cfai- 
muiiisl ■ymjiMtliitrni. wnr mure than 
mirkcn thrmjghoUl lilt' CUUtltr) are. 
The rrueiit {leiicral 1' kvtUJii hn 
ujioliicr indiealion of the IlilL of »U|i- 
puit (In U.E, luii oount on to-dafr KmI 
ihu e ,k,I cull win not peeveni tfie 


Iifitiulf of the General Council prompt¬ 
ly LsbellsjijJ nuy unoffieiul action by the 
rank and file as "Red sabotage", in 
order to malign workers who ore not 
content to he ttierely stooge* for the 
union bus res. 

The reduced majority fur the "utum 
bomb" resolution showed, too, that 
although trade unionist* may ace no 
ul ter native to the war in Korea, they 
are right I) il|i|ire lie nsive about the 
cfleet* of ulumie war neurer to home- 

Rut those fear* are ool suibuiem to 
lead to any real war resistance. The 
trade union movement is so tied up 
will} I be Labour I’urty, is SO ruueb O 
part of lbe State muuliiner)', (hot any 
real itri ergeiiee it UntIiinkallle. Couple 
ihal wilh ibe emhorrassmenf any 
genuine wur-reiisttr feel! hi (lie tuue of 
I be Coiunimiisl "peace" campaign, and 
ibe case with which on ami-war attitude 
uan l>e v i|uat ed with support fur St a! hi* 
and i( bceiime* clear tllal no resistance 
to war can be effective on trade union 
or [.ahour Party levels. 

THE THIRD WAY 

Th* issues, bun ever, should nut be 
Shirked. There is th« third way. 
althiiugb it Is thy bard sir, and il re¬ 
mains Ihe only war far free-thinking 
men and women with a jeouiuv desire 
to see the world free of she yirijinusl 
fear* and rralille. of wa* and industrial 
tyranny, Air. Allies L <sii g» a)nog to 
a I rude rtnlun t -ii iig re** and warn (lie 
r* |,rt «v ii ialive■ of ihi organised workers 
lha| th* rearmament programme Is go¬ 


ing to entail a w orsening af our already 

inadequate Standards of living—and the 
T.L.C. can accept it. He can u*k fur 
increased production and more co¬ 
upe rot ion between worker and nionagc- 
ment far that purpose — thc 
can swallow it. Lord Citrine cm ask 
workers to "play the ganlC T ’ (i.C*^ < ot ' 
the lino") in nationalised industries— 
und the T*U*C* cm approve it- 
the real decisions can still he made m 
the workshops. In the mines, the dock* 
and the yards. 

It is the workers themselves, not 
delegates to official union congresses- 
ivha must make Ihe final ehuieC, If 

.. them the nation depends far all 

its wealth, all ils strength — they a/C the 
slreiigth of society- And when they de¬ 
termine lo lake a hand in their own 
destinies ami to end once mid fur all the 
continuous sacrifice of life and dig nit) 
which governments demand, no pnwer 
■m earth could present them. 

To be able lo tube these decisions, 
huwwer* we must face Up to realities. 
It is .41 (no plain I > fulile lo continue 
to look for easy ways oul. Signing » 
peace petitioni sending a delegate to a 
emigre** once a yean sating every five 
years-—these are superficialities which 
solve notfiiiig- It we are to make ifie 
worEd worth living in — if we are la 
make ihe wrirld our* instead of ihr 
pfavihiiig of onreerist*—we mast take 
Hilstiih ihe work uf preparation, *du- 
l'hIIioi and Lacouragem-cm im uitr own 
irnfi* i.lokil re s|i.mi sihitit *. Tbe free 

society of the future, our own freedom 
ill (be pres nil, mast he worked for now* 


freedom 

ESPERANTO 

'j-HR article by ‘ A.P." headed "Esptf- 

A pmo or Despcranto" ( FarLa Letter) 
demands comment* 

First, this years Universal Congress 
of Esperanto had not 700 but over 2,000 
members—“delegate" is nut quite ’the 
right word as there is no authority 
delegated 10 a Congress member (Kon- 
gresano) by his local group, if any, 

„ As to the uMifaxrry teach rnsi of. 
Esperanto m al! schools: h is nonsei^^ 
to imply that all Esperantist* are 
favour of this, as the Editor* iodj« u 
» foocnore, I would 'say, as a 
opinion, that the real need is for *■ 
more widespread vse of the Jangn 
an examination subject, while we\ 
exams, (of which I disapprove^ : and ! 
we have compulsory teaching of ladf 
in schools (of which J totally disacm 
Esperanto ought to be ihe firi 
The roasons are obvious: ihe^ 
get a working knowledge of J 
a fraction of the time neej* 
case of any of the usualjT 
guages; he can then corn* 
probably meet children fraari. 
and has a very good khafitjj 
a wide non-national 
has a basts of language LeH 
value to thaL of Latin as mT 
to further languages^ W® 
an to has considerable' linR 
agree, however, that there fs| 
compel a child to learn lan^ 
interest or perhaps necd‘1 
spurs: and the advantages- al| 
are sufficient to -.ensure il8^® 
in a free world. 

Esperanto was rightly 
Gilbert Murray as “a beatM 
.delicate creation”, and is livifl 
and a joy to use. This sco^^ 
some linguists who forget thafl 
and Hindustani too were jT 
guages, yet went on living .-sa 

It is a faft that the 
underestimate the difficulty of| 
study for the great maiority,J I) 
it is quite normal for m-wcthB 
study of French at school-^^^ 
lingly done or noi- — to bcar| 
boy or girl cannot converse® 

Esperanto is for everyottelR 
international contacts—not 9 

linguistically clever ones orxH 
limited leisure. 

It may be true that the ‘ 
tends to oversimplify certain;: 
but certainly Esperanto does heijjj 
ship across frontiers, as well gp 
I dispute in the friendliestiT 
any subjects with Frenfl 
J apa nese and Irish correspOn 
Esperantist disagrees with hisM 
friends. Most people (pre* 
expected f ) disagree with “f 
devils or bastards.” 

WHAT TO DO W 
FREEDOM 

rvFAR Sir, 

^ I trust that neither my sistJ 
myself will receive from you any^R 
sample of the publication with whtcSl 
have seen fit to favour us, a pubST 
which, as Catholics, we cannot bun 
repugnant in its every aspect. 

Both sample copies have been deifl 
since I consider them unfit readtqj 
a Catholic household. 

Yours faithfully. 
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Pcutei Suh»rri>f»n R-roJ 
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